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We are the change
we want to see in the world
We are living in a profound social, cultural and economical crisis. The financial 2008 crisis and its consequences
are showing the contradictions of the actual economic system based on an unconsidered logic threatening
environment that is no more sustainable and that cannot describe our future. We are living in a condition of
ongoing increasing of the unemployment rate, social and investment budget cuts, public schools, universities
and research system budget cuts.
The austerity policies, made by the European Governments, didn’t fight back the crisis. On the other hand they
are worsening the economical and social condition all over Europe. The causes of the crisis were not settled. The
financial word, the economical growth model and the growing injustice still remains. The commitment to cut the
public budgets are worsening the status of those sectors that today needs more investment: from the welfare to
the school and university system. The people who have a more difficult economical situation are the more hit.
The budget cuts to the public school and university system threaten to undermine the educational system in
many Countries. School and university are seen just as a cost that can be cut or reduced significantly. The
financial world did not pay for the 2008 crisis while great sacrifices were asked to the school and university
systems. The European Governments are saying there are no money for the social expenses, but that's not true at
all. The Erasmus project is just an instance of this reality. On one hand the European Social Fund would need only
90 million euro to reach the total coverage of the Erasmus grants for 2012. On the other hand, in the ESM
(European Stability Mechanism) Fund several billion euro will be allocated.
Furthermore in 2008, when the banks were in huge difficulties, the States didn't hesitate to give them billions of
Euros, without asking for any changes in the financial rules. The consequences have been tremendous for public
budget and led to a huge increase of the public debt (around 20 points more on the GDP%). The Erasmus project
should be involved to give more grants to people who have a more difficult economical situation, but in the
meanwhile we threaten the failing of this project itself. This is not the Europe we want.
We want a real change in the European investments, starting from school, university and welfare to build up, all
together, a future for all the European people and to give a real alternative model of progress.
The role of the school is and must been seen as central in this historical moment. The school has to become the
place of a real development and education, open to everybody. Therefore it is very important to invest in the
education, creating a system of student support at a national and a European level, securing school buildings,
sharing reforms on the teaching, programs innovations and the equipments of our schools.
We want a school that is not under the logic of the companies but who can bring up real citizens, aware of and
able to freely choose their own future, without being forced by their economic or social conditions. The school is
the first fundamental element from which to start to build a genuinely democracy and return to re-invest in
knowledge.
The right to access to higher education is a fundamental human right on which must be based a new concept of
development. The possibility to access the university system should not be based on the income, but should
allow each student to train and demonstrate their skills regardless of economic background. The funding of the
university system by the States is crucial. The university is a public good and as such should be supported and
promoted by the State. The continued growth of tuition fees and the desire to impose systems of student debt the so-called student loans - in order to enter university are the most wrong and unjust policies you can do in the
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current situation. States should encourage the growth of the number of students and offer them a future, not
impede entry or mortgage the future with the addition of an additional bank debt.
We want a real change in the funding of public education, which will enable all young people to access
knowledge without debt in the future and not be forced to pay very high tuition fees.
We want real change, we want a Europe that looks to the future, which is truly democratic and with a democratic
decision system, that is based on civil society and not on profit! Europe should not entrench inequality with
austerity measures, but should work towards a fair and common finance system, which can include a common tax
system, solidarity in investment and joint Eurobonds. Europe should give a perspective to the younger generation
and open a new model of society starting from and enhancing knowledge in all its aspects. The returns of Europe
should not benefit just a few but be committed on public spending and creating a path of long-term investment in
the future of the whole of Europe.
We want real change, we want a Europe that looks to the future, truly democratic, able to give a perspective to the
younger generation and to design a new model of society starting from and enhancing the knowledge in all its
aspects.
As students we’ve always been protagonists in the great events of change. In 1939, a large student demonstration
in Prague was violently repressed by the Nazi army. Since then, 17 November has been marked by the student
demonstrations for change. In 1973 the Athens Polytechnic uprising saw thousands of students protesting for
democracy against the military regime. On the 17th November 1989, the student demonstrations in the Czech
Republic and Slovakia led popular demonstration to what became the Velvet Revolution and then to the
overthrow of the soviet regime in those countries.
As students we’ve always been protagonists in the great events of change. Today we want to once again
denounce the need for a radical change that is as great as the actual crisis is asking for.
For these reasons we will be once again in the street to live our 17th November, but we will be together with the
European trade unions on the 14th of November, which is an European call for demonstration showing that
euopean people do not want to pay for a crisis they're not responsible for. We will be all together demonstrating
to ensure that this year may be a step in the change we want to see in the world.
For these reasons we will be in all the squares of Europe and the world, because as students we have the
responsibility to be the change we want to see in the world, starting from our schools, our universities and all the
places of Knowledge.

On the 17th November we will be in all the squares of Europe and the world to
prove that we are the change we want to see in the world!
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